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次の文章を読んで、下記の問１から問３に答えなさい。 

 

Stonehenge exhibition highlights similarities between ancient British and 

Japanese cultures 
The parallels suggest the communities are ideologically closer than one might imagine 

Steven Morris 

 

1. The treasures on display range from the spectacular – a cooking pot 
made 5,000 years ago decorated with a ceramic representation of dancing 
flames – to the intriguing, such as lovingly crafted models of mushrooms that 
might suggest the ancient makers were interested in the mind-altering 
properties of fungi. 

2. Gathered in an exhibition room at Stonehenge, around 80 objects made 
in Japan during the Jōmon period, roughly the same time the great stone 
circle on Salisbury Plain was built, highlight some beguiling parallels between 
two cultures separated by thousands of miles. 

3. The exhibition, Circles of Stone: Stonehenge and Prehistoric Japan, 
reveals that prehistoric people in southern Britain and in Japan took great 
trouble to build stone circles, appear to have marked and celebrated the 
passage of the sun and felt moved to come together for festivals or rituals. 

4. “Of course they couldn’t possibly have any idea what each other was 
doing,” said Martin Allfrey, senior curator for English Heritage. “But it is 
tantalising to look at what these extraordinary objects from Japan tell us 
about the similarities between 1.these communities who were perhaps 
ideologically closer than one might imagine. Exploring what is happening 
elsewhere in the prehistoric world is key to understanding the significance 
of Stonehenge.” 

5. At about the time Stonehenge’s builders were creating the monument, 
their Japanese counterparts were coming together to make sites such as the 
Ōyu stone circles in northern Japan. 2.These do not feature the sort of 
hulking standing stones that Stonehenge is famous for but rather large circles 
made of thousands of river pebbles. Like Stonehenge, they appear to be 
aligned to mark solstices. 

6. Star of the show at Stonehenge is the Jōmon cooking pot, which Simon 
Kaner, executive director of the Sainsbury Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts 
and Cultures, explained would have been placed in the fire of a Jōmon dwelling 
near the Shinano River. He pointed out the black marks that show it was used for 
making, perhaps, a fish stew. “Imagine sitting around the fireplace as a meal 
bubbled away in this. 3. It must have cast the most extraordinary shadows,” he said. 
This is the first time the pot has gone on display outside Japan. 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/stonehenge/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/may/04/stonehenge-exhibition-explores-parallels-with-japanese-stone-circles
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/may/04/stonehenge-exhibition-explores-parallels-with-japanese-stone-circles
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/stonehenge/things-to-do/exhibitions/circles-of-stone/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/stonehenge
https://www.theguardian.com/world/japan
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7. Finds made at the Japanese stone circles suggest people came together for 
feasts and venerated their ancestors, just like the people who constructed 
Stonehenge. The scale of their creations meant that both the ancient Britons and 
Japanese people must have been able to bring together large numbers of people to 
co-operate on ambitious, important projects. 

8. Geography may have something to do with 4. the parallels. The UK and 
Japan flank the Eurasian landmass at roughly the same latitude, meaning they have 
similar climates and natural resources, which both peoples exploited and adapted. 

9. However, there are objects on display at the exhibition that have been found 
in Japan with no equivalent at Stonehenge, such as the mushrooms, a model of 
what appears to be a bear, delicate pieces of jewellery and an object with holes 
punched into it that seem to represent numbers. 

10. Also featured are fragments of dogū, clay figurines that have been found 
at Jōmon settlements and stone circles and may have represented earth goddesses 
or spirits and been used in fertility or healing rituals. It is believed that 
many dogū were intentionally broken and scattered during ceremonies. 

Kaner and Allfrey agree that this does not mean that the Japanese builders were 
more advanced than their Stonehenge counterparts – after all, the neolithic people 
of Wiltshire built a hugely sophisticated monument. “It may be that objects like 
these were created here but we haven’t found them yet,” said Allfrey. 

The exhibition also explores more recent connections between Stonehenge and 
Japan, including the art of the Japanese woodblock printer Yoshijirō Urushibara 
who worked in Britain in the 1920s and the British archaeologist William Gowland. 

Gowland was employed by the Japanese government at the end of the 19th century 
and in his spare time investigated archaeological sites. After his return to the UK, he 
was hired to help on restoration work at Stonehenge and, informed by what he had 
learned in Japan, put forward 5. the theory, now accepted, that it was older than 
had been previously thought. 

Morris, S. (2022, September 29). Stonehenge exhibition highlights similarities between ancient British and 

Japanese cultures. The Guardian, 

https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2022/sep/29/stonehenge-exhibition-highlights-

similarities-between-ancient-british-and-japanese-cultures 
 

 

 

問１ 下線部１〜５の内容を最もよく表しているものを、それぞれ a〜cの中から一つ選ん

で記号で答えなさい。 

 

1.These communities  
a. ancient British culture and ancient Japanese culture 
b. ancient communities in Japan 
c. ancient communities in Britain 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/oct/19/stonehenge-builders-feasted-animals-scotland-feast-exhibition
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/oct/19/stonehenge-builders-feasted-animals-scotland-feast-exhibition
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2. these  
a. Stonehenge builders 
b. stone circles in Japan 

c. the counterparts in Japan 
 

3. It  
a. the stew 
b. the pot 
c. the dwelling 

 

4. the parallels 
a. the cultural similarities 
b. the similar climates 
c. the similar latitudes 

 

5. the theory 
a. the theory that Stonehenge is older than archaeologists believed 
b. the theory that Stonehenge was influenced by Japanese culture 
c. the theory that the Ōyu stone circles are older than Stonehenge. 

 
 

 

問１の解答欄   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

問２ 上の文章の各段落の要旨を、一言で述べなさい。（訳ではありません。例として、

第一パラグラフの要旨を参考にすること。） 

 

1. （例）展示品には、5000 年前に作られた炎の模様が施された鍋や、古代の人々が意識を変

える作用のあるきのこに興味があったことを示すきのこの模型などがあります。

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________________________________________________

1 2 3 4 5 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

9. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

10. ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

問３ 本文の内容と照らし合わせて、本文の内容と一致している表現に○を、内容と一致

していないものに×印を付けなさい。 

 

 

1. The article suggests that ancient Japanese people got high on mushrooms. 

 

2. Morris explains that around 5,000 years ago both people in Japan and people in 
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Britain celebrated the sun. 

 

3. Allfrey argues that the similarities in their cultures prove that ancient people in 

Japan and Britain learned from each other. 

 

4. This collection of exhibits has been displayed in various countries around the 

world. 

 

5. The findings show that only the people in Japan held ceremonies to honor their 

ancestors. 

 

6. You can see ancient clay figurines from both countries at the exhibition. 

 

7.  Models of bears have been found both at sites in Japan and at Stonehenge. 

 

8.  Allfrey believes archaeologists will continue to research Stonehenge. 

 

9. The exhibition discussed in the article displays only prehistoric objects. 

 

10. Gowland has worked both in Japan and the UK. 

 

問３の解答欄   

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

          

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


